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Wel co me to
Sim4Blocks

S

im4Blocks is a four-year, ECfunded
project that focuses on the
development of innovative demand
response services for residential
and commercial applications. The
project combines decentralised
energy management technology at the blocks-ofbuildingsscale to enable demand response.

LINKS TO THE STORIES
1. D
 emand response workshop at
Sustainable Places
2. Webinar highlights Sim4Blocks’ significant
progress in delivering demand response
services across the EU
3. A fond farewell

In this newsletter, the project is fast approaching the
prestigious Sustainable Places conference this week
and Sim4Blocks is hosting a workshop on demand
response – be sure to say hello. The project is also
excited to reveal the outcome of its first webinar.Last
but by no means least we’d like to take this opportunity
to say a fond farewell to Ursula Eicker, project
coordinator and a warm welcome to her replacement.
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24, STUTTGART 70174
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Tel.: +49 (0)711 8926 2768
www.hft-stuttgart.de
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DEMAND RESPONSE WORKSHOP AT
SUSTAINABLE PLACES
Sim4Blocks will be attending this year’s conference, hosting a workshop on demand response in
Europe alongside DR.BOB, NOVICE and HOLISDER – three leading projects in the energy market.

Workshop Barriers and progress for demand response in Europe
Fri 7 June, 9am – Grotta di Nettuno room

S

ustainable Places 2019 will take place in
Cagliari on the island of Sardinia between
5-7 June, bringing together experts and
other stakeholders working towards the
common goal of creating a more sustainable
built environment to help mitigate climate change and
energy use.
For the first year, Sim4Blocks is running a 90 minute
long workshop to facilitate discussions concerning
the uptake of demand response in Europe and the
market barriers that remain. Technological, regulatory,
economic and environmental factors will frame the
debate and will be underpinned by the newest research
results from the participating researchers.
Alongside Sim4Blocks, three leading European
projects in the field of energy and demand response
will help moderate and lead discussions: DR.BOB,
NOVICE and HOLISDER. Together, their expertise
spans energy management optimisation, emerging
value propositions for commercial buildings, business
models for incentivised building renovations, increased
consumer empowerment and much more.
The workshop will be taking place on Friday 7 June at
9am in the Grotta di Nettuno room.

www.sim4blocks.eu

“FOR THE FIRST YEAR,
SIM4BLOCKS ARE RUNNING
A 90 MINUTE LONG
WORKSHOP TO FACILITATE
DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING
THE UPTAKE OF DEMAND
RESPONSE IN EUROPE AND
THE MARKET BARRIERS
THAT REMAIN”

The agenda for SP2019 is packed with workshops,
sessions and keynotes from some of the world’s leading
international figures. The conference prides itself on
being an ideal platform for disseminating research,
conducting workshops, EU project clustering and
networking between stakeholders of all types.
Register and attend the Sim4Blocks workshop here!
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WEBINAR HIGHLIGHTS SIM4BLOCKS’
SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS IN DELIVERING
DEMAND RESPONSE SERVICES ACROSS THE EU
With ambitious targets set by the EU to significantly reduce energy consumption and
greenhouse gases, workable strategies for flexible energy use are fast becoming essential.
Sim4Blocks is developing the best way of delivering demand response services to the market
while ensuring commercial viability for energy suppliers.

T

he project recently held its first
webinar, titled “Testing innovative
demand response systems: An
introduction and discussion of
energy flexibility initiatives at the
blocks-of-buildings-scale developed by the
Sim4Blocks project”.
Malcolm Yadack, innovation manager from
HFT-Stuttgart, provided an overview of the
results and the challenges of the project, and
also spoke more broadly bout the challenges
of implementing demand response with
residential users.
To provide a picture of the market
requirements and market modelling for
demand response systems, Pauline RauxDefossez, a research fellow at EIFER, described
the EU electricity markets and the role of
the aggregators in these markets, before
highlighting some of the main regulatory
barriers facing implementation.
Delivering the complex maths behind the project,
Jordi Cipriano, director of the Building Energy
and Environment Group at CIMNE, explained the
validation methodology how it is being developed
and tested in Sim4Blocks. In particular, direct load
control and indirect incentivised demand response
strategies were discussed.
Dirk Pietruschka of ENISYST followed by
providing a comprehensive look at the project’s
three pilot sites, discussing the different
technologies, initial impacts and concrete
results from each site.
During the webinar, the audience of
professionals from the fields of flexible
buildings, energy systems and energy markets

www.sim4blocks.eu

took part in a survey about what they thought were
the main barriers to successfully implementing
demand response systems in Europe.
These questions, and the results, along with the
webinar on demand, can be found here.
This is the first in a series of Sim4Blocks webinars.
Sign-up to the newsletter to be the first to hear
about the second edition.
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A FOND FAREWELL

I

t’s with a warm heart that Sim4Blocks’ bids
goodbye to Dr. Ursula Eicker, professor of
building physics at the University of Applied
Sciences Stuttgart. Eicker has been project
coordinator since the start of the project in 2016,
however her time has come to embark on a fantastic
opportunity across the pond in Canada.
Eicker will be taking twenty years of experience
with her to the Gina Cody School of Engineering and
Computer Science. Having directed a number of
international research projects, Eicker will be going
to Canada as Concordia’s new Canada Excellence
Research Chair in Smart, Sustainable and Resilient
Communities and Cities, where one of her roles will
be to help define what it means to be a smart city.
Though we will be sad to see her go, this is an exciting
opportunity for Eicker and for the development of
smart, sustainable and resilient cities, and we wish
her all the best.
Professor Eiker is leaving the Sim4Blocks project
in safe hands for its last few months, as Wolfram
Mollenkopf takes over as coordinator.
Mollenkopf is also a professor at HFT and has
been responsible for teaching within the building
physics and energy technology sector. Before this,
Mollenkopf worked on the conception of electricity
and heat supply at the public utility of Tübingen.
We would like to take this opportunity to warmly
welcome Mollenkopf to the project. If you would like
to drop him a message, you will be able to find him
at: wolfram.mollenkopf@hft-stuttgart.de

Wolfram Mollenkop

Dr. Ursula Eicker
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